
COPYRIGHT and TRADEMARK INFRINGEMENT 
LITIGATION DATA 

 
 

COPYRIGHT LITIGATION FREQUENCY 
 

YEAR    2007  2008  2009 
Number of 
Lawsuits¹:   5,074*  3,346  2,780 
 
*Effect of “music download” litigation 
 

COPYRIGHT LITIGATION COSTS² 
 

AMOUNT IN 
CONTROVERSY  <$1MM $1MM-25MM  >$25MM 
 
END OF DISCOVERY: $150,000 $350,000  $750,000 
 
THROUGH TRIAL:  $300,000 $600,000  $1,100,000 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

TRADEMARK LITIGATION FREQUENCY 
 

YEAR    2007  2008  2009 
Number of 
Lawsuits¹:   3,649  3,411  3,367 
 

TRADEMARK LITIGATION COSTS² 
 
AMOUNT IN 
CONTROVERSY  <$1MM $1MM-25MM  >$25MM 
 
END OF DISCOVERY: $175,000 $400,000  $750,000 
 
THROUGH TRIAL:  $300,000 $700,000  $1,400,000 
 
 
¹ Administrative Office of the US Courts. 
² American Intellectual Property Law Association 2009 Survey. 

 
 

 


